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Areas of Interest: Race/ethnicity, immigration, identity formation, civil law and social 
policy, social theory, and culture.   
 

Education 
 
2000 – present Ph.D. Student in Sociology, University of Minnesota. Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. 
   DISSERTATION TITLE: “Cultural Boundaries and African- 
   American’s Views toward African Immigrant Entitlements” 

Advisors: Elizabeth Heger Boyle and Douglas Hartmann 
 
1996 – 2000 B.A. in Sociology, Grand Valley State University. Allendale, 

Michigan.  Honors Program. 
 

Current Employment 
 
Student director for the Midwest Sociological Society. Supervised by: Diane Pike, Augsburg 
College, MSS President-Elect. Summer 2008 – Spring 2009.   

 
Research  

Research Assistantships 
 
Research Assistant for the University of Minnesota, the Minnesota Population Center.  
Worked on IPUMS (Census) redesign for the US Census, Current Population Survey and 
American Community Survey.  Also assisted graduate students from all University 
departments in using IPUMS data in their own research.  Supervised by: J. Trent Alexander. 
Fall 2005 – Spring 2008. 
 
Research Assistant for “American Mosaic Project,” University of Minnesota. Worked as an 
in-depth interviewer, Summer 2004-Spring 2005; Assisted in the development and analysis 
of a national phone survey, Fall 2002 – Summer 2003. Principle Investigators: Penny Edgell, 
Douglas Hartmann and Joseph Gerteis. 
 
Grant Development Research Assistant for the University of Minnesota, Department of 
Sociology.  Assisted department faculty and students in various aspects of the grant 
application process, including the development of a website of grant resources for department 
faculty and students.  Supervised by: Ronald Aminzade.  Fall 2003 – Spring 2004. 
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Research Assistant for “Home Binds: Gender and Naturalization among Somali Refugees in 
Minneapolis/St. Paul,” Funded by a grant from the National Science Foundation 
Supplemental Research Experiences for Graduate Students. Principle Investigators: Elizabeth 
Heger Boyle and John Arthur. Fall 2002 and Summer 2003.  
 
University of Minnesota’s Graduate Partnership Program: Project entitled, “Patterns of 
African American Nativism, 1965 – Present.” With Faculty Member Elizabeth Heger Boyle. 
Summer 2002. 
 
Grand Valley State University’s Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program Scholar: Research 
project entitled, “Images of African Americans in Contemporary American Novels.” With 
Professor Donald G. Williams. 1998 – 2000. 
 
Publications  
 
Pendaz, Sadie. Forthcoming. “Citizenship across Borders” by Michael Peter Smith and Matt  
 Barker (book review). Law and Society Review. 
 
Pendaz, Sadie. 2008. “God the Economist? Economics and Religion in an Inter-Faith  
 Business Organization.” Essay in The Sociology of Religion: A Substantive and 
 Transdisciplinary Approach. George N. Lundskow, author. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
 Pine Forge Press. 
 
Williams, Donald and Sadie Pendaz. 2000. “Images of African Americans in Contemporary  
 American Novels.” The GVSU McNair Scholars Journal 4: 21-32. 
 
Papers in Progress 
 
Guenther, Katja, Sadie Pendaz, and Fortunata Songora.  “Intersecting Dimensions of Identity
 and Inequality among eastern African Immigrants.” Revise and Resubmit at
 Sociological Forum. 
 
Pendaz, Sadie and Fortunata Songora. “Reviving a Past Public Sociology: The Intermingling  
 of Arnold M. Rose’s Intellectual and Civic Lives.” Under review at the The American 
 Sociologist. 
 
Pendaz, Sadie and Xuefeng Zhang. “The Resurgence of Anti-Immigrant Sentiment in 
 Contemporary America: The Significance of Race and Religion.” In preparation for  
 submission to Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 
 
Prata, Ana and Sadie Pendaz. “Networks and Diversity: American Mosaic Project Survey  

Results.”  
 
Pendaz, Sadie. “Graying the Boundaries: Wild and Golden Gray in Toni Morrison’s Jazz.” 
 
Presentations 
 
Invited Panelist for “Feminist Mentoring” session at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest  
 Sociological Society (Co-Sponsored by the Midwest Sociologists for Women in  
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 Society). St. Louis, MO. March 27-30, 2008. 
 
“Networks and Diversity: American Mosaic Project Survey Results.” With Ana Prata.   
 Poster Presentation at the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological
 Association.  New York, NY.  August 11-14, 2007. 
 
“Using IPUMS Data to Contextualize Sociological Research.” With Sarah Flood. University  
 of Minnesota's Sociological Research Institute.  Minneapolis, MN.  April 21, 2007.   
 
“Creating and Maintaining a Feminist Writing Group.” With Trina Smith.  Annual Meeting
 of the Midwest Sociological Society (Co-sponsored by the Midwest Sociologists for
 Women in Society). Chicago, IL.  April 4-7, 2007. 
 
“Complex Variables in the IPUMS: Changes over Time and Variable Constitution." With
 Lara Cleveland.  GSIC IPUMS Graduate Student Training Workshop.  Minneapolis,
 MN. February 2, 2007. 
 
“African American Views toward East African Immigrants: Preliminary Study Findings.” 
 Annual Meeting of the Sociologist of Minnesota and the Wisconsin Sociological  
 Association.  River Falls, WI. October 5-6, 2006. 
 
“Author Meets Reader Session: Kitty Calavita, Immigrants at the MarginsÉ.” Session
 Facilitator. Annual Meeting of the Law and Society Association.  Baltimore, MD.
 July 6-9, 2006. 
 
Invited Panelist for “Creative Coping” session at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest  
 Sociological Society (Co-sponsored by the Midwest Sociologists for Women in  
 Society).  Omaha, NE. March 30 – April 2, 2006. 
 
“The Resurgence of Anti-Immigrant Sentiment in Contemporary America: The Significance  
 of Race and Religion.” With Xuefeng Zhang.  Annual Meeting of the Midwest  
 Sociological Society.  Omaha, NE. March 30 – April 2, 2006. 
 
“Minneapolis/St. Paul African American’s Engagement with Africa, 1965-1975: Using 
 a Local Case to Explore the Transnational.” Annual Meeting of the American  
 Sociological Association. Philadelphia, PA.  August 13-16, 2005.  
 
“Volunteerism and Organizational Structure in a Community-Based Food Shelf.” University  
 of Minnesota’s Sociological Research Institute. Minneapolis, MN. April 30 – May 1  
 2004. 
 
“Emotions, Stress and Teaching: Perspectives from Three Graduate Students.” With Trina  
 Smith and Carla Mantel. Annual Meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society.  
 Kansas City, MO. April 15-18, 2004. 
 
“Using Affirmative Action as a Window to Understand African American/East African
 Immigrant Relations in Minneapolis/St. Paul.” Annual Meeting of the Law and
 Society Association. Pittsburgh, PA. June 5-8, 2003.  
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“Gender Differences in Racial Identity among East African Immigrants.” With Katja
 Guenther and Fortunata Songora. MacArthur Interdisciplinary Program on Global
 Change, Sustainability, and Justice.  Minneapolis, MN.  April 23, 2003. 
 
“Carnival, the Cold War and Arthur Miller.” With Christopher Pappas. Annual Meeting of
 the Midwest Sociological Society.  Chicago, IL. April 16-19, 2003.  
 
“Subjectivity and Reflectivity in Teaching Introduction to Sociology Discussion Sections.”  
 With Trina Smith. Annual Meeting of the Midwest Sociological Society. Chicago, IL.
 April 16-19, 2003. 
 
“Gender Differences in Racial Identity among East African Immigrants.” With Katja
 Guenther and Fortunata Songora. University of Minnesota’s Sociological Research
 Institute.  Minneapolis, MN. April 4-5, 2003. 
 
“Intellectual Histories and Biographies: Sociology of Arnold M. Rose.” With Naomi
 Isaacson and Fortunata Songora.  University of Minnesota’s Sociological Research
 Institute.  Minneapolis, MN. March 29-30, 2002. 
 
“Images of African Americans in Contemporary American Novels.”  Ronald E. McNair  
 Scholars Conference. University Park, PA. August 1999. 
 

Teaching Experience 
 
2004-2005 University of Minnesota, Department of Sociology: Instructor for: 
                         Social Theory (Summer 2005; Fall 2005) 
  American Race Relations (Fall 2004; Spring 2005) 
                         Introduction to Sociology (Summer 2004) 
 
  St. Cloud State University, Department of Sociology: Instructor for: 
  Racial and Ethnic Relations (Fall 2005; 2 Sections) 
 
2000-2003 University of Minnesota, Department of Sociology.  Teaching Assistant for:  

Introduction to Sociology, Lab Instruction (Fall 2000; Spring 2002) 
American Race Relations (Spring 2001; Spring 2003) 
Sociology of Gender (Fall 2001) 
Sociological Perspectives on Race, Class and Gender (Spring 2002)  
Research Methods, Lab Instruction (Fall 2002) 

 
1999  Grand Valley State University.  Teaching Assistant for:  

Freshman Seminar (Fall 1999)    
 

Invited Guest Lectures 
 
“East Africans and African Americans in the Twin Cities” November 2007, University of  
 Minnesota’s, America’s Diverse Cultures (American Studies Course), Invited by  
 Professor Trica Keaton. 
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“East Africans and African Americans in the Twin Cities” September 2007, University of  
 Minnesota’s, Race, Religion & Migration Freshman Seminar, Invited by Professor 
 Elizabeth H. Boyle. 
 
“African Americans & African Immigrants” March 2007, University of Minnesota's,  
 American Race Relations, Invited by Graduate Instructor Pao Lee. 
 
“Race Relations Theory” July 2006, University of Minnesota’s, Social Theory, Invited by  
 Graduate Instructor Fortunata Songora. 
 
“Social Constraint and Mothering a Child with Down syndrome” November 2004,  
 University of Minnesota’s, Sociology of Family, Invited by Graduate Instructor  
 Trina Smith. 
 
“Xenophobia and Nativism in America” April 2003, University of Minnesota’s, Honors
 Senior Projects, Invited by Professor Ronald Aminzade.  
 

Grants, Awards and Honors 
 
Grants 
 
Eagle Foundation Award for Dissertation Research Completion, Fall 2007 – Spring 2008. 
$5,000. 
 
University of Minnesota’s Department of Sociology Anna Welsh Bright Memorial Award for 
Dissertation Research Completion, Fall 2005. $1,200. 
 
National Science Foundation, Law and Social Sciences Section, Research Experiences for 
Graduate Students, Supplemental Award to, “Home Binds: Naturalization Among Somali 
Refugees in Minneapolis and St. Paul.” Elizabeth Heger Boyle and John Arthur, Principle 
Investigators, Summer 2002 – Spring 2003. $10,720.  
 
University of Minnesota’s Graduate Research Partnership Program, “Patterns of African 
American Nativism, 1965-Present.” Faculty member: Elizabeth Heger Boyle, Summer 2002. 
$6,460. 
 
University of Minnesota’s Department of Sociology and Graduate School Block Grant, Fall 
2000. $2,500. 
 
Awards and Honors 
 
“Professional Development Award in Teaching,” awarded from the ASA section on Teaching 
and Learning to attend the ASA Section on Teaching and Learning’s pre-conference, entitled, 
“Teachers are Made, not Born” Friday, August 10, 2007. $340. 
 
“Outstanding Sociology Student.” Grand Valley State University’s Department of Sociology, 
2000.  This faculty-selected award is given yearly to one graduating member in each 
academic department.  
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Alpha Kappa Delta Sociological Honors Society, 1999. 
 

Service 
 
Webmaster for the Sociology of Law Section of the American Sociological Association, 
2007 – 2008. 
 
Co-editor, with Laura Olevitch and Tami Swenson, of the Minnesota Population Center’s 
2007 and 2008 Working Paper Series. 
 
“Graduate Student Survey.”  Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota.  Co-
authored, analyzed and presented in-department with Christopher Pappas and Trina Smith.  
This survey was developed in collaboration with the department chair, Ronald Aminzade, to 
evaluate graduate student input regarding changes to the department’s curriculum and 
culture, 2002. 
 
University of Minnesota’s Department of Sociology Graduate Admissions and Awards 
Committee, 2001 – 2002. 
 
University of Minnesota’s Department of Sociology Teaching Resources Center “Video 
Selection” Committee, 2001 – 2002. 
 

Professional Memberships 
        
American Sociological Association   Law and Society Association 
Midwest Sociological Society    Sociologists of Minnesota 
Midwest Sociologists for Women in Society 
 

References 
 
Elizabeth Heger Boyle     Douglas Hartmann  
Department of Sociology    Department of Sociology   
909 Social Sciences Building    909 Social Sciences Building  
267 19th Avenue South     267 19th Avenue South   
Minneapolis, MN 55455    Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Phone: (612) 624-3343     Phone: (612) 624-0835 
Email: boyle014@umn.edu         Email: hartm021@tc.umn.edu 
 
Joseph Gerteis      Joachim Savelsberg 
Department of Sociology    Department of Sociology 
909 Social Sciences Building    909 Social Sciences Building 
267 19th Avenue South     267 19th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55455    Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Phone: (612) 624-1615     Phone: (612) 624-0273 
Email: gerte004@tc.umn.edu    Email: savelsbg@atlas.socsci.umn.edu 
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Trica Keaton 
Department of American Studies 
Room 104 Scott Hall 
72 Pleasant St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Phone: (612) 625-9325 
Email: tkeaton@umn.edu 


