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Juvenile delinquency is understood as a latent outcome of the social
reproduction process of capitalism. A structural-Marxist under-
standing of contradictory social relations that contour life in modern
capitalism allows us to reinterpret and apply the insights from var-
ious criminological theories in building a new theoretical approach.
A review and a critique of the major theoretical perspectives in
criminology are provided, and a structural-Marxist perspective on
the larger social structural context is explicated. A new integrated
theory of delinquency, grounded in Marxian insights on the role of
productive relations in shaping other social relations, is developed
and supported with empirical evidence from research representing
a broad range of theoretical perspectives.

We attempt in this paper to present a comprehensive theoretical approach
to understanding the social production of serious patterned delinquent
behavior, defined as repeated engagement of a juvenile in the FBI’s Part
One Index crimes (Elliot and Ageton 1980). We review past theoretical
efforts in criminology in order to reinterpret and build on them in de-
veloping a structural-Marxist approach to delinquency. Our approach can
be considered ‘“structural-Marxist” insofar as its analytical starting point
is the objective structure of social relations grounded in the process of
material production under capitalism (Appelbaum 1979; Blackburn 1972;
Burris 1979; Gimenez 1982; Godelier 1972).

Our specific concern is with structures of control that solicit and compel
certain types of behavior from individuals and shape an ideological ori-
entation for the individual in relation to the agents and apparatuses of
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